
November 5, 2019 
 
Dear Raptor community, 
 
Every month we seem to have something new to 
celebrate in a big way!  On the South Carolina state 
school report cards released in October, Academic 
Magnet received the highest rating of all public schools in 
the state.  We were also awarded the Palmetto Gold and Silver Awards for 
both 2017-18 and 2018-19.  We are continuing in the long tradition of 
excellence secured by students, staff, school leaders, and our 
parent/guardian community over many years.  We also have an updated 
Advanced Placement score report for 2019 that includes some late testers 
and catapults us to 98.7% 3 or higher scores!  Also, look for a November 8 
announcement from Newsweek and STEM.org that ranks us among the top 
STEM schools in the nation.  Hurrah! 
 
So how can we celebrate and support this extraordinary achievement and 
the learning environment that makes it possible?  The Thanks for Giving 
Campaign officially opened on October 28, and even your smallest gift of 
financial support pays huge dividends for our staff and students.  Please 
answer the phone calls of our parent volunteers, please click on the 
DONATE button, please consider that this is one of the best investments 
you could ever make!  See the links in this Raptor Report or on our AMHS 
website. 
 
Should you wonder about the impact of our parent organizations’ funding 
contributions in support of our students, let me share one example.  One of 
our senior students, a nationally recognized writer in the prestigious 
Scholastic Awards, received assistance from PIE to attend a renowned 
writing workshop at Lewis and Clark College in Oregon this past summer. 
Just read her poem full of the glorious imagery of the season:  
 



 
Autumn 
 
Whimsical laughter consumed our front yard as we discovered how daffodils 
danced in the wind. Glided as high as our dreams, tangible shortly before they 
wiggled through our fingers. Fingers that would point to the “V” birds in the sky, 
leaving but never really gone. Never truly missed because we all knew they’d  
be back. In the mornings, Momma would drag my sister and me out of bed to 
hear what she called the Early Rhapsody. And this is where we learned to  
appreciate the small joys in life. And this is where we learned that honey is only 
as sweet as your sweetest tooth thinks it is. There was a small patch on our porch 
tinted red from squished pomegranate seeds that’d fallen during contagious laughter. 
In these moments, I swear I could see myself mirrored in the twinkle in my sister’s 
eyes. Her eyes were the colors of the fallen leaves out front including the reds and  
the yellows and the oranges for her visions had no limits. I credited her with  
why the skies were grey and packed with sheet-like clouds, because one day she 
said she was tired of the sun. At the end of each day, we’d sit in our drying grass 
inhaling the pumpkin smell that floated in the air. We learned to love pumpkins 
even though the color reminded us of carrots, and we didn’t like those. We  
learned to love these days because there was no other time in the year where 
we got to eat so much pie. This is how we survived the season, bellies round, 
hand in hand, eyes on the grey horizon. 
 

What price beauty?  What price excellence?  You decide. 
 
A few notes on the visibility of Academic Magnet:  I recently had the pleasure of 
representing AMHS at the groundbreaking of the International African American 
Museum and the inauguration of  Dr. Andrew Hsu (parent) as president of the College 
of Charleston.  These connections (one of my former students, Dr. Elijah Heyward, is 
COO of the IAAM) certainly will play an important part in our local network.  Dr. 
Hsu’s address titled “Tradition and Transformation”  suggests to me the important 
work before us at AMHS as we seek to find ways to increase our access to gifted and 
motivated students and their parents throughout our region. 
 
Telling the Raptor story has taken on a new status with our US News and World Report 
#1 ranking.  Speaking to local and national groups has become a regular event,  and I 
will travel to Shanghai later this month to speak to a group of Chinese national and 
international school leaders courtesy of the Ambright Group for International 



Education and Scientific Research.  School visits have been requested by representatives 
of the Melvin J. Berman Hebrew Academy in Maryland, Northeastern University in 
Boston, and The Scholars Academy in Horry County.  I take great pride in sharing our 
Raptor community success with the world! 
 
Please consider the pride you take in AMHS and Thanks for Giving!  
 
Warm regards, 
 
Catherine Spencer 
  


